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What is the Domestic Violence Disclosure Scheme?

8LI�EMQ�SJ�XLMW�WGLIQI�MW�XS�KMZI�]SY�E�JSVQEP�QIGLERMWQ�XS�QEOI�
MRUYMVMIW�EFSYX�]SYV�TEVXRIV�MJ�]SY�EVI�[SVVMIH�XLEX�XLI]�QE]�LEZI�
FIIR�EFYWMZI�MR�XLI�TEWX��

-J�TSPMGI�GLIGOW�WLS[�XLEX�]SYV�TEVXRIV�LEW�E�VIGSVH�SJ�ZMSPIRX�
FILEZMSYV��SV�XLIVI�MW�SXLIV�MRJSVQEXMSR�XS�MRHMGEXI�XLEX�]SY�QE]�FI�EX�
VMWO�JVSQ�]SYV�TEVXRIV��XLI�TSPMGI�[MPP�GSRWMHIV�WLEVMRK�XLMW�
MRJSVQEXMSR�[MXL�]SY��

8LI�WGLIQI�EMQW�XS�LIPT�]SY�XS�QEOI�E�QSVI�MRJSVQIH�HIGMWMSR�SR�
[LIXLIV�XS�GSRXMRYI�E�VIPEXMSRWLMT��ERH�TVSZMHIW�JYVXLIV�LIPT�ERH�
WYTTSVX�XS�EWWMWX�]SY�[LIR�QEOMRK�XLEX�GLSMGI��
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;LS�GER�EWO�JSV�E�HMWGPSWYVI#�

%�HMWGPSWYVI�YRHIV�XLMW�7GLIQI�MW�XLI�WLEVMRK�SJ�WTIGM½G�MRJSVQEXMSR�
EFSYX�]SYV�TEVXRIV�[MXL�IMXLIV�]SY�SV�E�XLMVH�TIVWSR�JSV�XLI�TYVTSWIW�
SJ�TVSXIGXMRK�]SY�JVSQ�HSQIWXMG�ZMSPIRGI�

�� ]SY�GER�QEOI�ER�ETTPMGEXMSR�EFSYX�]SYV�TEVXRIV�MJ�]SY�LEZI�E 
GSRGIVR�XLEX�XLI]�QE]�LEVQ�]SY��

�� ER]�GSRGIVRIH�XLMVH�TEVX]��WYGL�EW�]SYV�TEVIRX��RIMKLFSYV�SV�� �
JVMIRH�GER�EPWS�QEOI�ER�ETTPMGEXMSR�MJ�XLI]�EVI�GSRGIVRIH�EFSYX�]SY��

�� LS[IZIV��E�XLMVH�TEVX]�TIVWSR�QEOMRK�ER�ETTPMGEXMSR�[SYPH�RSX�� �
RIGIWWEVMP]�VIGIMZI�MRJSVQEXMSR�EFSYX�]SYV�TEVXRIV��-X�QE]�FI�QSVI��
ETTVSTVMEXI�JSV�WSQISRI�IPWI�XS�VIGIMZI�XLI�MRJSVQEXMSR��WYGL�EW�� �
]SY��SV�E�TIVWSR�XLEX�MW�MR�E�TSWMXMSR�XS�TVSXIGX�]SY�JVSQ�XLI�EFYWI��

�� MRJSVQEXMSR�[MPP�SRP]�FI�KMZIR�XS�WSQISRI�[LS�MW�MR�E�TSWMXMSR�XS�� �
YWI�XLI�MRJSVQEXMSR�XS�TVSXIGX�]SY�JVSQ�XLI�EFYWI�
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,S[�HS�-�QEOI�ER�ETTPMGEXMSR#

'SRXEGXMRK�XLI�TSPMGI�

8LIVI�EVI�QER]�HMJJIVIRX�[E]W�]SY�GER�GSRXEGX�XLI�TSPMGI�

You can 
�� ZMWMX�E�TSPMGI�WXEXMSR��
�� TLSRI�����XLI�RSR�IQIVKIRG]�RYQFIV�JSV�XLI�TSPMGI��SV�
�� WTIEO�XS�E�QIQFIV�SJ�XLI�TSPMGI�SR�XLI�WXVIIX��

=SYV�TSPMGI�JSVGI�QE]�EPWS�SJJIV�SXLIV�[E]W�SJ�GSRXEGXMRK�XLIQ� 
8LI]�[MPP�EHZIVXMWI�XLIWI�PSGEPP]�

If you believe there is an immediate risk of harm to 

someone, or it is an emergency, you should always 

call 999.
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Step One:�-RMXMEP�GSRXEGX�[MXL�XLI�TSPMGI�

;LIR�]SY�GSRXEGX�XLI�TSPMGI��E�TSPMGI�SJ½GIV�SV�E�QIQFIV�SJ�TSPMGI�
WXEJJ�[MPP�XEOI�XLI�HIXEMPW�SJ�[LEX�TVSQTXIH�]SYV�IRUYMV]�ERH�XLI�
REXYVI�SJ�]SYV�VIPEXMSRWLMT�[MXL�]SYV�TEVXRIV��

They will also ask you when and where it is safe to make 

contact with you again. 

=SY�[MPP�EPWS�RIIH�XS�KMZI�]SYV�REQI��EHHVIWW�ERH�HEXI�SJ�FMVXL��%X�E�
PEXIV�WXEKI��]SY�[MPP�RIIH�XS�TVSZMHI�TVSSJ�SJ�]SYV�MHIRXMX]��

8LI�TSPMGI�[MPP�VYR�WSQI�MRMXMEP�GLIGOW�FEWIH�SR�XLI�MRJSVQEXMSR�]SY�
LEZI�TVSZMHIH�ERH�GSRHYGX�ER�MRMXMEP�VMWO�EWWIWWQIRX��

8LI�TYVTSWI�SJ�XLIWI�MRMXMEP�GLIGOW�MW�JSV�XLI�TSPMGI�XS�IWXEFPMWL�MJ�XLIVI�
EVI�ER]�MQQIHMEXI�GSRGIVRW�

8LIWI�GLIGOW�[MPP�RSX�FI�YRHIVXEOIR�[LMPI�]SY�EVI�TVIWIRX��

-J�[LIR�WTIEOMRK�XS�XLI�TSPMGI�]SY�EPPIKI�E�GVMQI�EKEMRWX�]SYV�TEVXRIV�
�¯�JSV�I\EQTPI��]SY�XIPP�XLIQ�XLEX�]SYV�TEVXRIV�LEW�LMX�]SY��XLIR�XLI�
TSPMGI�QE]�MRZIWXMKEXI�XLMW�EW�E�GVMQI�ERH�QE]�EVVIWX�]SYV�TEVXRIV��

2S�HMWGPSWYVI�SJ�MRJSVQEXMSR�[MPP�XEOI�TPEGI�EX�XLMW�WXEKI�YRPIWW�MX�MW�
RIGIWWEV]�XS�TVSZMHI�MQQIHMEXI�TVSXIGXMSR�XS�]SY��

If the police believe that you are at risk and in need of 

protection from harm, they will take immediate action.
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Step Two:�*EGI�XS�JEGI�QIIXMRK�XS�
GSQTPIXI�XLI�ETTPMGEXMSR�

(ITIRHMRK�SR�XLI�SYXGSQI�SJ�7XIT�3RI��]SY�QE]�XLIR�FI�VIUYMVIH�XS�
TEVXMGMTEXI�MR�E�JEGI�XS�JEGI�QIIXMRK�[MXL�XLI�TSPMGI��8LMW�QIIXMRK�[MPP�FI�
XS�IWXEFPMWL�JYVXLIV�HIXEMPW�EFSYX�]SYV�ETTPMGEXMSR�MR�SVHIV�XS�EWWIWW�ER]�
VMWO�ERH�JSV�]SY�XS�TVSZMHI�TVSSJ�SJ�]SYV�MHIRXMX]��8LMW�WLSYPH�GSQTVMWI�
SJ�E�TLSXS�-(�ERH�ERSXLIV�JSVQ�SJ�-(��MJ�TLSXS�-(�MW�RSX�EZEMPEFPI��XLI�
TSPMGI�[MPP�GSRWMHIV�SXLIV�JSVQW�SJ�-(
��

8LI�JSVQW�SJ�-(�XLEX�GSYPH�FI�YWIH�EVI�

�� ]SYV�TEWWTSVX��
�� ]SYV�HVMZMRK�PMGIRGI��
�� E�LSYWILSPH�YXMPMX]�FMPP��
�� ]SYV�FERO�WXEXIQIRX��
�� ]SYV�FIRI½X�FSSO��SV�
�� ]SYV�FMVXL�GIVXM½GEXI��

8LI�TSPMGI�[MPP�XLIR�YWI�XLI�QIIXMRK�XS�KEXLIV�QSVI�MRJSVQEXMSR�JVSQ�
]SY�EFSYX�XLI�REXYVI�SJ�XLI�VIPEXMSRWLMT�FIX[IIR�]SY�ERH�]SYV�TEVXRIV�
XS�LIPT�XLI�TSPMGI�HIGMHI�MJ�]SY�EVI�EX�VMWO�SJ�HSQIWXMG�ZMSPIRGI�
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Step Two continued: 

8LI�TSPMGI�QE]�VYR�GLIGOW�ERH�WTIEO�XS�SXLIV�EKIRGMIW�MRGPYHMRK�XLI�
4VMWSR�7IVZMGI��XLI�4VSFEXMSR�7IVZMGI�ERH�7SGMEP�7IVZMGIW�FEWIH�SR�XLI�
MRJSVQEXMSR�]SY�KMZI�XLIQ�

8LI]�[MPP�[SVO�EW�UYMGOP]�EW�TSWWMFPI�XS�GSQTPIXI�XLI�GLIGOW�FYX��
HITIRHMRK�SR�XLI�GMVGYQWXERGIW��WSQI�GLIGOW�QE]�XEOI�PSRKIV�JSV�XLI�
VIWYPXW�XS�FI�VIGIMZIH�F]�XLI�TSPMGI��

-X�MW�IRZMWEKIH�XLEX�XLI�QE\MQYQ�XMQI�XLEX�MX�[MPP�XEOI�XS�GSQTPIXI�XLI�
[LSPI�TVSGIWW��MRGPYHMRK�XLIWI�ERH�XLI�HMWGPSWYVI�SJ�MRJSVQEXMSR�MJ�
HIGMHIH�RIGIWWEV]��MW����HE]W��

The police will act immediately if at any point they 

consider you to be at risk and in need of protection 

from harm. 

Step Three:�1YPXM�EKIRG]�QIIXMRK�XS 
GSRWMHIV�HMWGPSWYVI 

8LI�TSPMGI�[MPP�QIIX�[MXL�SXLIV�WEJIKYEVHMRK�EKIRGMIW��WYGL�EW�XLI�
4VSFEXMSR�7IVZMGI��4VMWSR�7IVZMGI��7SGMEP�7IVZMGIW
�XS�HMWGYWW�XLI�
MRJSVQEXMSR�XLEX�]SY�LEZI�KMZIR�XLIQ��EPSRK�[MXL�EHHMXMSREP�MRJSVQEXMSR�
XLI�TSPMGI�QE]�LEZI�VIGIMZIH�JVSQ�XLI�GLIGOW�XLI]�LEZI�VYR��ERH�ER]�
VIPIZERX�MRJSVQEXMSR�JVSQ�XLI�EKIRGMIW�XLI]�LEZI�XEPOIH�XS��8LI�
QYPXM�EKIRG]�QIIXMRK�[MPP�XLIR�HIGMHI�[LIXLIV�ER]�HMWGPSWYVI�MW�PE[JYP��
RIGIWWEV]�ERH�TVSTSVXMSREXI�XS�TVSXIGX�]SY�JVSQ�]SYV�TEVXRIV��-J�XLI]�
HIGMHI�XS�HMWGPSWI�MRJSVQEXMSR��XLI]�[MPP�HIGMHI�[LS�WLSYPH�VIGIMZI�XLI�
MRJSVQEXMSR�ERH�WIX�YT�E�WEJIX]�TPER�XEMPSVIH�XS�]SYV�RIIHW�XS�TVSZMHI�
]SY�[MXL�LIPT�ERH�WYTTSVX�
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Step Four:�4SXIRXMEP�HMWGPSWYVI�

What kind of information you might be given 

-J�XLI�GLIGOW�WLS[�XLEX�]SYV�TEVXRIV�LEW�E�VIGSVH�SJ�ZMSPIRX�SJJIRGIW�
SV�XLIVI�MW�SXLIV�MRJSVQEXMSR�XLEX�MRHMGEXIW�XLIVI�MW�E�TVIWWMRK�RIIH�XS�
QEOI�E�HMWGPSWYVI�XS�TVIZIRX�JYVXLIV�GVMQI��XLI�TSPMGI�QE]�HMWGPSWI�XLMW�
MRJSVQEXMSR�XS�]SY�SV�XS�E�TIVWSR�[LS�MW�QSVI�EFPI�XS�TVSXIGX�]SY��

%�TIVWSR Ẃ�TVIZMSYW�GSRZMGXMSRW�EVI�XVIEXIH�EW�GSR½HIRXMEP�ERH�XLI�
MRJSVQEXMSR�[MPP�SRP]�FI�HMWGPSWIH�MJ�MX�MW�PE[JYP�ERH�TVSTSVXMSREXI��ERH�
XLIVI�MW�E�TVIWWMRK�RIIH�XS�QEOI�XLI�HMWGPSWYVI�XS�TVIZIRX�
JYVXLIV�GVMQI��

-J�XLI�GLIGOW�HS�RSX�WLS[�XLEX�XLIVI�MW�E�TVIWWMRK�RIIH�XS�QEOI�E�
HMWGPSWYVI�XS�TVIZIRX�JYVXLIV�GVMQI��XLI�TSPMGI�[MPP�XIPP�]SY�XLEX��8LMW�
QE]�FI�FIGEYWI�]SYV�TEVXRIV�HSIW�RSX�LEZI�E�VIGSVH�SJ�ZMSPIRX�
SJJIRGIW�SV�XLIVI�MW�RS�MRJSVQEXMSR�LIPH�XS�MRHMGEXI�XLI]�TSWI�E�VMWO�SJ�
LEVQ�XS�]SY��3V�MX�QE]�FI�XLEX�WSQI�MRJSVQEXMSR�MW�LIPH�SR�]SYV�
TEVXRIV�FYX�XLMW�MW�RSX�WYJ½GMIRX�XS�HIQSRWXVEXI�E�TVIWWMRK�
RIIH�JSV�HMWGPSWYVI�

-X�QE]�FI�XLI�GEWI�XLEX�]SYV�TEVXRIV�MW�RSX�ORS[R�XS�XLI�TSPMGI�JSV�
ZMSPIRX�SJJIRGIW�SV�XLIVI�MW�MRWYJ½GMIRX�MRJSVQEXMSR�XS�MRHMGEXI�XLI]�
TSWI�E�VMWO�SJ�LEVQ�XS�]SY�FYX�XLI]�EVI�WLS[MRK�[SVV]MRK�FILEZMSYV��-R�
XLMW�GEWI��XLI�TSPMGI�SV�SXLIV�WYTTSVX�EKIRG]�GER�[SVO�XS�TVSXIGX�]SY�
F]�TVSZMHMRK�EHZMGI�ERH�WYTTSVX�
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=SYV�6MKLX�XS�/RS[

9RHIV�XLI�(SQIWXMG�:MSPIRGI�(MWGPSWYVI�7GLIQI��]SY�QE]�VIGIMZI�E�
HMWGPSWYVI�IZIR�MJ�]SY�LEZI�RSX�EWOIH�JSV�SRI��8LEX�MW�FIGEYWI��MJ�XLI�
TSPMGI�VIGIMZI�MRJSVQEXMSR�EFSYX�]SYV�TEVXRIV�[LMGL�XLI]�GSRWMHIV�
TYXW�]SY�EX�VMWO�SJ�LEVQ�JVSQ�HSQIWXMG�ZMSPIRGI��XLIR�XLI]�QE]�
GSRWMHIV�HMWGPSWMRK�XLEX�MRJSVQEXMSR�XS�]SY�SV�ERSXLIV�TIVWSR�[LS�
XLI]�GSRWMHIV�FIWX�TPEGIH�XS�TVSXIGX�]SY�

8LI�HIGMWMSR�XS�HMWGPSWI�MRJSVQEXMSR�[LIR�]SY�LEZI�RSX�EWOIH�JSV�E�
HMWGPSWYVI�[MPP�FI�QEHI�F]�XLI�QYPXM�EKIRG]�QIIXMRK��ERH�XLI�
HMWGPSWYVI�[MPP�SRP]�FI�QEHI�MJ�MX�MW�PE[JYP�ERH�TVSTSVXMSREXI��ERH�
XLIVI�MW�E�TVIWWMRK�RIIH�XS�QEOI�XLI�HMWGPSWYVI�XS�TVIZIRX�
JYVXLIV�GVMQI�
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-QTSVXERX�RSXI

=SY�WLSYPH�FI�E[EVI�XLEX�TSPMGI�GLIGOW�SV�ER]�HMWGPSWYVIW�QEHI�EVI�
RSX�E�KYEVERXII�SJ�WEJIX]��8LI]�[MPP��LS[IZIV��QEOI�WYVI�]SY�EVI�E[EVI�
SJ�[LEX�PSGEP�ERH�REXMSREP�WYTTSVX�MW�available��

After you are given information 

Can I tell my family and friends about this? I really need to 
talk to someone. 

-J�]SY�VIGIMZI�E�HMWGPSWYVI��MX�WLSYPH�FI�XVIEXIH�EW�GSR½HIRXMEP��-X�MW�SRP]�
FIMRK�KMZIR�XS�]SY�WS�XLEX�]SY�GER�XEOI�WXITW�XS�TVSXIGX�]SYVWIPJ��=SY�
QYWX�RSX�WLEVI�XLMW�MRJSVQEXMSR�[MXL�ER]SRI�IPWI�YRPIWW�]SY�LEZI�
WTSOIR�XS�XLI�TSPMGI��SV�TIVWSR�[LS�KEZI�]SY�XLI�MRJSVQEXMSR��ERH�XLI]�
LEZI�EKVIIH�[MXL�]SY�XLEX�MX�[MPP�FI�WLEVIH��

7YFNIGX�XS�XLI�GSRHMXMSR�XLEX�XLI�MRJSVQEXMSR�MW�OITX�GSR½HIRXMEP��
]SY�GER��

�� YWI�XLI�MRJSVQEXMSR�XS�OIIT�]SYVWIPJ�WEJI��
�� YWI�XLI�MRJSVQEXMSR�XS�OIIT�ER]�GLMPHVIR�MRZSPZIH 
MR�XLI�WMXYEXMSR�WEJI��

�� EWO�[LEX�WYTTSVX�MW�EZEMPEFPI��
�� EWO�JSV�EHZMGI�SR�LS[�XS�OIIT�]SYVWIPJ�ERH�SXLIVW�WEJI��

8LI�TSPMGI�QE]�HIGMHI�RSX�XS�KMZI�]SY�MRJSVQEXMSR�MJ�XLI]�XLMRO�XLEX�
]SY�[MPP�HMWGYWW�MX�[MXL�SXLIVW��,S[IZIV��XLI�TSPMGI�[MPP�WXMPP�XEOI�WXITW�
XS�TVSXIGX�]SY�MJ�]SY�EVI�EX�VMWO�SJ�LEVQ�
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8LI�TSPMGI�QE]�XEOI�EGXMSR�EKEMRWX�]SY�MJ�XLI�MRJSVQEXMSR�MW�HMWGPSWIH�
[MXLSYX�XLIMV�GSRWIRX��[LMGL�GSYPH�MRGPYHI�GMZMP�SV�GVMQMREP�TVSGIIHMRKW��
=SY�WLSYPH�FI�E[EVI�XLEX�MX�MW�ER�SJJIRGI��YRHIV�7IGXMSR����SJ�XLI�(EXE�
4VSXIGXMSR�%GX�����
�JSV�E�TIVWSR�XS�³ORS[MRKP]�SV�VIGOPIWWP]�SFXEMR�
SV�HMWGPSWI�TIVWSREP�HEXE�[MXLSYX�XLI�GSRWIRX�SJ�XLI�HEXE�GSRXVSPPIV´�
[LMGL�MR�XLMW�GEWI�MW�YWYEPP]�XLI�TSPMGI��

If no disclosure is made but you still have 

concerns and want further information about 

protecting yourself, there is action you can 

take to protect yourself in the future. 

8LI�TSPMGI�GER�TVSZMHI�]SY�[MXL�MRJSVQEXMSR�ERH�EHZMGI�SR�LS[�XS�
TVSXIGX�]SYVWIPJ�ERH�LS[�XS�VIGSKRMWI�XLI�[EVRMRK�WMKRW�SJ�HSQIWXMG�
ZMSPIRGI��8LIVI�EVI�EPWS�E�RYQFIV�SJ�WTIGMEPMWX�WIVZMGIW�ERH�
SVKERMWEXMSRW�TVSZMHMRK�MRJSVQEXMSR�EFSYX�HSQIWXMG�ZMSPIRGI� 
LS[�XS�WTSX�MX�ERH�LS[�XS�[SVO�[MXL�XLI�EYXLSVMXMIW�XS�MRXIVZIRI��
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7YTTSVX�LIPTPMRIW 

=SY�GER�GSRXEGX�2SXXMRKLEQWLMVI�4SPMGI�SR�����

-R�ER�IQIVKIRG]�EP[E]W�VMRK�����

-J�]SY�[SYPH�PMOI�EHHMXMSREP�LIPT�ERH�WYTTSVX�SR�HSQIWXMG�ZMSPIRGI��
XLIR�]SY�GER�GSRXEGX�ER]�SJ�XLI�JSPPS[MRK�REXMSREP�LIPTPMRIW�

�� 2EXMSREP�(SQIWXMG�:MSPIRGI�,IPTPMRI�¯��������������
�� &VSOIR�6EMRFS[�¯���������������
�� 1IR Ẃ�%HZMGI�0MRI�¯���������������
�� 7XEPOMRK�,IPTPMRI�¯��������������

=SY�GER�EPWS�EWO�XLI�TSPMGI�JSV�MRJSVQEXMSR�SR�WTIGMEPMWX�WIVZMGIW�ERH�
SVKERMWEXMSRW�XLEX�I\MWX�[LIVI�]SY�PMZI�







8LMW�MW�E�,SQI�3J½GI�WGLIQI�FIMRK�TMPSXIH�F]�4SPMGI�*SVGIW�MR 
+VIEXIV�1ERGLIWXIV��+[IRX��2SXXMRKLEQWLMVI�ERH�;MPXWLMVI� 
8LI�WGLIQI�MW��FIMRK�QEREKIH�MR�EWWSGMEXMSR�[MXL�XLI�%WWSGMEXMSR 
SJ�'LMIJ�4SPMGI�3J½GIVW��%'43
��

3RGI�XLI�TMPSX�LEW�GSRGPYHIH��XLI�+SZIVRQIRX�[MPP�QEOI�E�HIGMWMSR�SR�
[LIXLIV�XS�VSPP�XLMW�WGLIQI�SYX�REXMSREPP]�

4YFPMWLIH�F]�XLI�,SQI�3JJMGI���'VS[R�'ST]VMKLX�����


